
     HIDDEN FIGURES   
                                                                                                 

                           

 

DIRECTED BY Theodore Melfi 

STARRING: Taraji P. Henson, Octavia Spencer, Janelle Monáe, Kevin 
Costner, Jim Parsons. 

The film, Hidden Figures, is a fictionalized portrayal of the nonfiction book, also 

called Hidden Figures, by Margot Lee Shetterly. It is the story of the African 

American mathematicians who made it possible for America to "win" the space 

race by sending the first astronaut to orbit earth. The story of a team of female 

African-American mathematicians who served a vital role in NASA during the 

early years of the U.S. space program. 

1.- WHO IS WHO? 

1.- Katherine Johnson a.- African American NASA Supervisor 

2.- Dorothy Vaughan b.- NASA Space Task Group Director 

3.- Mary Jackson  c.- NASA's first black Female Engineer 

4.- Al Harrison d.- Main character and lead mathematician 

5.- John Glenn e.- White Nasa Supervisor 

6.- Vivian Mitchell f.- Katherine's Husband 

7.- Paul Stafford g.-First Astronaut to orbit Earth 

8.- Colonel Jim Johnson h.- White Nasa Engineer 

 

    

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0378245/?ref_=tt_ov_st_sm
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0818055/?ref_=tt_ov_st_sm
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1847117/?ref_=tt_ov_st_sm


2.- CHOOSE THE CORRECT OPTION: 

 

1. What was the name of Senator Byrd's movement against integration?  
(a) School Safety.  
(b) Rightful Resistance.  
(c) Massive Resistance.  
(d) White Power. 

2. What instruction did Katherine Goble Johnson give her daughters' 
principal after her husband died?  
(a) Not to give her daughters any special treatment.  
(b) To avoid talking about her husband's death.  
(c) To allow Dorothy Vaughan to pick the children up from school.  
(d) To go easy on her grieving daughters. 

3. What was the purpose of the document titled "Introduction to Outer 
Space" that was prepared by President Eisenhower's Advisory Committee 
on Science?  
(a) The document explained spaceflight in layman's terms to make the case that 
a space program was in America's best interests.  
(b) The document was used as a recruiting tool for NASA.  
(c) The document was used as a teaching tool for new engineers.  
(d) The document was used in high schools to teach space science. 

4. Who was the first human in space?  
(a) John Glenn.  
(b) Yuri Gagarin.  
(c) Neil Armstrong.  
(d) Alan Shepard. 

5. Why was there sometimes confusion over Katherine Goble Johnson's 
race?  
(a) She had blue eyes.  
(b) She was very light-skinned.  
(c) Her personality made people forget to think about her skin color.  
(d) She was also of Chinese descent. 

6. How did Katherine Goble Johnson gain access to the editorial 
meetings?  
(a) She just walked into a meeting one day.  
(b) She went to her supervisor and complained.  
(c) She went to the head of her department and made her case to be allowed to 
attend.  
(d) She kept asking to attend until her male coworkers gave in. 

7. What did Executive Order 10925, signed by President Kennedy, call 
for?  
(a) Affirmative action.  
(b) Desegregation of schools.  
(c) Desegregation of the military.  
(d) Abolition of the Jim Crow laws. 



8. Why did Dorothy Vaughan go to speak with the division chief of The 
Flight Research Division?  
(a) To clarify Katherine Goble Johnson's position as a member of West 
Computing or as a permanent member of Flight Research.  
(b) To recommend that he hired Mary Jackson.  
(c) To request a raise.  
(d) To discuss the way Katherine Goble Johnson had been treated by the male 
engineers. 

9. Why did Mary Jackson's calculations come up wrong when she was 
given an assignment by the chief of the Compressibility Division?  
(a) The equation she was asked to use was incorrect.  
(b) He had given her the wrong numbers to use for the calculations.  
(c) She had made a simple math error.  
(d) There was an error made in the research phase. 

10. What part of the Mercury Project was the team that Dorothy Lee 
worked on responsible for?  
(a) The orbital path.  
(b) The design of the spacecraft.  
(c) The trajectory of the flight.  
(d) The rockets. 

 

3.- SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS: 

1. How did Dorothy Vaughan reinvent her career after the Analysis and 
Computation Division was created? 

 

2. Why was it difficult for Mary Jackson to attend engineering classes at 
Hampton High School? 

 

3. What did the reporter who interviewed Dorothy Lee say that women had to 
work like? 

 

4. How did Dorothy Lee feel after agreeing with a report that women had to act 
like ladies in the workplace? 

 

5. Where did Katherine Goble Johnson meet her second husband? 

 

 

 

 

 



OPENING DISCUSSION 

Discuss the following: 

 What do you know about segregation and civil rights? 

 What do you know about the cold war? 

 What do you know about the space race? 

 What do you know about Apollo 11 and NASA? 

Discuss the following: 

 What was your favorite thing about this film? Why? 

 What was your least favorite thing about this film? Why? 

 What surprised you about the film? Why? 

 When did characters experience racism and segregation? 

 When did characters experience respect and equality? 

 What was each woman's role in the Apollo 11 orbit? 

 Why is the book and film titled, Hidden Figures? How does this title have 

multiple meanings? 

 What themes can be learned from this film? 

 What traits did these women embody that allowed them to succeed, and 

what can you learn from them personally? 

 Make a text connection between the events from this film and current 

events. 

 Why do you think these women did not receive recognition? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


